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47^ THE MONIST. 

Important, nay, almost sole emphasis, the author lays upon the logical consis- 
tency, the admissibility, of his system, Whether it is more appropriate, whether it 
will embrace all future experience, are minor considerations. The prime motive of 
its being sprang from that other aspect which was so obscured in the common sys- 
tem of presentation. The author is confident that only one objection of a general 
character imperils it. That objection concerns the nature of the rigid connexions 
assumed between the masses, and which is indispensable in the system. 

With respect to its correctness, it explains correctly very many natural motions 
and reaches a little beyond the results of assured experience, thus bearing the char- 
acter of a hypothesis as touching two important points — the limitation of possible 
connexions and the dynamical explanation of forces. 

With respect to appropriateness, its advantages are confined wholly to the for- 
mal realm and do not relate to practice. For practical applications the old system 
will perhaps never be superseded. 

As to the mathematical form of the system it, too, departs from tradition. At 
the outset, it considers systems of points instead of single points. The mathemati- 
cal treatment resulting from this has a strange physiognomy, but offers in recom- 
pense for its novelty the advantages of simplicity, naturalness, and conciseness. 

The body of the work is made up of two books. The first is on the geometry 
and kinematics of material systems ; the second on the mechanics of material sys- 
tems. In these two books the new system is empirically and mathematically elabo- 
rated, and all the traditional matter of mechanics shown to be involved in its logical 
consequences. T. J. McCormack. 

Immanente Philosophie. By Max Kauffmann. Leipsic : Wilhelm Engelmann. 
1893. Pp. 130. 
The author defines the object of his work to be a summary portrayal of reality, 
a systematic description of the world, having for its chief feature the rigid exclusion 
of all hypothetic supplements to empirical occurrences. This involves a definition 
of reality and of empirical occurrences. The investigation of what is reality and 
what is knowledge was pursued in an earlier treatise of the author entitled Funda- 
mente der lirkenntnisstheorie unit Wissensc/iaftsleftre, The definition of the concept 
of cognition there given excluded the possibility of metaphysical knowledge. It was 
held that under the notion of Knowable only the facts of consciousness fall, and 
that these were identical with the facts of empirical reality. It was attempted to 
show that causality, mathematical and logical laws are nothing else than relations 
of things appurtenant to empirical reality ; and by a criticism of ontological proofs 
it was sought to establish the untenability of ontology, as also to prove that every 
world outside of the empirical world is, both in constitution and in existence, ques- 
tionable, and consequently to be repudiated by sound theoretical philosophy. A 
synopsis of the arguments of the former work is given in the Preface as a founda- 
tion for the fabric of the " Immanent Philosophy" reared in the present work. Ac- 
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cording to its purpose stated above, the Immanent Philosophy has a two-fold task to 
fulfil : first, it must point out, by an analysis of all the most important abstract con- 
cepts, the metaphysical hypotheses concealed in them, so as gradually to reach a 
material of purely immanent abstract notions unobscured by superfluous metaphys- 
ical ingredients ; secondly, by the aid of these ideas it must bind together in syste- 
matic form all the facts of reality by empirical laws. The " Immanent Philosophy," 
or the doctrine of the real, is composed thus of an analysis of what is metaphysical, 
and of a synthesis of what is real ; its purpose is simply to point out the relation or 
connexion between the facts as found. " Every correct metaphysical system can 
be replaced by a different, simpler, and consequently methodically more useful sys- 
tem ; but the true immanent system is unique and individual ; it can be developed, 
completed, and brought into organic union with more concrete facts or laws, but 
cannot be overturned, refuted, or altered : it has, therefore, so far as it is at all ar- 
rived at, the peculiarity of being definitive." The present volume is Book I. of the 
Immanent Philosophy, and it is occupied with the "Analysis of the Metaphysical." 
It contains five chapters which discuss respectively, Space and Time, the Ego and 
the External World, Substance and Change, the Development of the Concept of the 
Individual, and Subject and Object. The critical reader will find much that is sug- 
gestive and stimulating in Mr. Kauffmann's little work. Owing to the book having 
been printed during the author's absence on a trip around the world, a large number 
of errors has crept into the volume which he is compelled to apologise for and cor- 
rect by adding an explanation and List of Errata. /ucpic. 

Personality, Human and Divine. Being theBampton Lectures for the Year 1894. 
By /. ^. Illingwort/i. M. A. New York and London : Macmillan & Co. 
1894. Pp. 274. Price, $1.75. 
Mr. Illingworth's expositions make no claim to originality, being simply an at- 
tempt to arrange and summarise what has already been expressed with greater 
amplitude and fuller authority elsewhere. The sources from which he has drawn 
are chiefly the early Christian Fathers and the modern theological philosophers. 
The main contention of the author is, "that, whereas physical science "has nowise 
' ' weakened, critical philosophy has distinctly strengthened the claim of human per- 
" sonality, to be a spiritual thing ; and, as such, the highest category under which 
"we can conceive of God." In fact, the ultimate object of the book, in agreement 
with the conditions of the Bampton Foundation, is "to review our reasons for be- 
lieving in a personal God." Following from this conception we must suppose a pro- 
gressive revelation, the evidence for which the author briefly traces, finding its cul- 
mination in the Incarnation, As a resume 1 of arguments in behalf of the old meta- 
physical conception of personality the book is an excellent one, but it fails to con- 
sider, much less to contravene, the researches of modern psychology upon this 
question. The book would be more valuable if it possessed an index. fi. 



